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The Tagus has always been an asset to 
Lisbon, the city grows at its feet and opens 
up to the world. In the Lisbon of the disco-
veries, the influences of the maritime rou-
tes arrive at Ribeira das Naus and the Ta-
gus begins to connect the seas and oceans. 

The riverfront became busy with the loading 
and unloading of merchandise and the creation 
of shipbuilding structures. The cartography be-
fore the earthquake bears the marks of the new 
House of India and the royal palace, but also the 
pontoons and the boats under repair, the quays 
and the moorings (Estácio dos Reis, 1988).

After the earthquake of 1755, the shipbuil-
ding structures were reinforced and the Pom-
baline architects recovered the caldeira quay or 
“caldeirinha”, now with a rectangular structure 
and bordered with lioz stone material of the re-
gion for excellence, taking shape a new structure: 
the dry dock, a prominent well lined with lioz and 
topped with a floodgate that allowed the entry of 
the boats and the water drainage. (CML, 2013). 

Ribeira das Naus took pride of pla-
ce in the life of the city, becoming the pla-
ce of experience, knowledge and discovery.

In 1939, the history of Ribeira das Naus 
suffered a radical change of direction, with the 
pressure of the automobiles, these, the new 
owners of the city, decided to bury the memory of 
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01 Ribeira das Naus. Main View (Caterina Di Giovanni, 2020).
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centuries-old heritage and open up four 
busy lanes in front of the Terreiro do 
Paço. Turning the docks area into an en-
closed car park. (Estácio dos Reis, 1988). 
     Next to the river, only a small wooded 
longitudinal strip was left, thus creating in 
this half of the 20th century, a city with its 
back to the Tagus (Estácio dos Reis, 1988).
      Recently, the opportunity arose to reco-
ver the memory of Ribeira das Naus and 
unearth the heritage, giving it back to the 
city, but above all, Lisbon gains the opportu-
nity to proudly look at the Tagus river again.
          Over time the city has been gaining ground 
to the river, on the old beach successive em-
bankments were built opening paths for larger 
boats, the new project starts from the current 
building transforming it into a large garden 
where the history of the place and the archae-
ological remains have a prominent place, from 
the beginning digging up the dry dock and the 
caldeirinha quay, recovering the old slipways 
and transforming them into grassy ramps de-
dicated to the enjoyment of those who pass 
by (Global Arquitectura Paisagista, 2020).
       The new Ribeira das Naus leaves part of 
the buried infrastructures of the royal palace 
demolished by the earthquake open to the sky. 
            “Ribeira das Naus is a mythical space in 
national and local identity, partly produced by 
the collective imagination, partly by official cul-
ture. The myth is rooted in the shipyard that ac-
tually operated in this place, and which had pro-
duced more than a century of vessels of various 
types” (Global Landscape Architecture, 2020).
      This project by Global and PROAP, main-
tains the matrix with the use of traditional 
stones and planting of tree species that 
are part of the site’s history, now making 
the former beach transformed into a 
staircase that allows a subtle and informal 
contact with the river, creating a kind of am-
phitheatre with the estuary and the southern 
margin of the Tagus River as an open stage. 

03 1904-1911. Adapted from Topographic Map of Lisbon Silva Pinto (2020).

02 1856-1858. Adapted from Topographic Map of Lisbon Filipe Folque (2020).

06 Plane View to Avenida Ribeira das Naus (West) 
(Unknown Author, 1952).

04 1980’s. Adapted from the Lisbon Survey. CML (2020).

  05 Ribeira das Naus, Caldeirinha Quay 
(Eduardo Portugal, 1939).
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Requalified, the riverfront between the 
western part of Terreiro do Paço and Cais do 
Sodré, through Ribeira da Naus Avenue, now 
offers a wide riverside promenade for pe-
destrians and a new roadway. (CML, 2015). 

This is the result of work to advan-
ce the riverfront of a project that provi-
des a green space and water mirror at the 
former Caldeirinha Dock. (CML, 2015). 

“The architecture of this space con-
sists then, in the contraposition of fossil ele-
ments with contemporary elements, with 
the double sense of revealing the different 
times of the same place (culture of the city 
space) and of action in the use of the pu-
blic space (circulation, permanence, con-
templation, infrastructure).”(PROAP, 2020). 

The works allowed to return to the pu-
blic this Dock, a structure that dates back 
to 1500 and is now covered by water, whi-
ch can be crossed through a wooden wa-
lkway and the Dry Dock where since the se-
venteenth century boats were recovered.

This new Ribeira das Naus Avenue allows 
a renewed road, pedestrian and cycling con-
nection between Terreiro do Paço and Largo 
do Corpo do Santo / Cais do Sodré and the 
enjoyment of a new public garden and a foo-
tpath along the waterfront, promoted by a 
new public garden and a pedestrian pathway 
along the waterfront, promoted by resting are-
as and a wide staircase descending to the ri-
ver, recreating the beach existing before the 
earthquake, with requalified infrastructures.

The intervention encompassed the re-
qualification of the buried infrastructures 
and the advancement of the margin, crea-
ting a new riverside avenue and a staircase 
that is like the new urban beach of the city.

10 Caldeira Dock 
(Caterina Di Giovanni, 2020). 

09 Garden View
(Miguel Manso, 2014). 

08 Elevation.
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About the relationship with the river, the 
authors refer that the original limit of the coas-
tline is implemented and materialized by an ex-
tensive black and basaltic surface that reflects 
the increase of the surface of the margin. 

On reaching the marginal alignment, the 
slopes slide gently as an artificial beach contai-
ned by the two pontoons. 

One, on the east side, extends the side wall 
of the Arsenal dock, while the other, to the west, 
extends the empty space of the Corpo Santo 
square, determining by opposition the set of 
tree alignments that extend along the river. 

“On this black surface that absorbs us, 
the traffic of vehicles, bicycles and pedestrians 
runs, separated by stone or wooden signs that 
define directions, passages, or shared surfa-
ces” (PROAP, 2020). 

This new intervention then provides a new 
centrality, making this, an informal place wi-
thout barriers or ties, making a large garden 
open to the city of Lisbon.
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13 Main View from Caldeirinha Dock and Ministery Building 
(Luís Filipe Correia, 2018).

12 Ribeira das Naus
(Rolando Volzone, s.d.).
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11 Axonometry.
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14 Ribeira das Naus. Tagus River view (Stefano Serventi, n.d.)

“We imagine that now we could go down the river, or even walk on the beach, the tides reveal cyclically, 
until we go up the stairs between the columns, and suddenly find the monumental Praça do Comércio 
square with its Castle raised against the sky”.

(Global Arquitetura Paisagista, n.d.)
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