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01 Garcia da Orta Garden, Goa garden (Milton Perry, 2020).
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The Garcia de Orta Garden is in the Parque 
das Nações (former Expo 98) near Bojador Street, 
between the buildings of FIL (Lisbon International 
Fair), the Atlantic Pavilion (now Altice Arena), the 
Vasco da Gama tower and the Tejo river, and it 
has a direct relationship with the river, having 
it primarily as a background. Parallel to the 
garden, we find a set of small-scale buildings 
occupied during expo 98 by pavilions of the 
invited countries, and that currently operate as 
restaurants and cafes, constituting a point of 
attraction in this area of the city. 

By the hand of many architects, Expo’98 
offered Portugal several opportunities and the 
place that hosted it was undoubtedly the biggest 
beneficiary. From the Lisbon Oceanarium, 
designed by architect Peter Chermayeff, to the 
Portugal Pavilion by architect Álvaro Siza Vieira, 
the Parque das Nações was the place for an 
experimental era of architecture and the stage for 
various artistic manifestations and moments of 
cultural exchange. 

The riverfront was not always part of the 
lifestyle of the people of Lisbon, but over the years 
and with the evolution of the relation between the 
city and the river, these spaces have been coming 
to life and gaining new occupants. The walks 
along the riverfront have grown and today are 
part of the favourite hobbies for those who have 
easy access to this part of the city. 
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The Garcia da Orta Garden is composed of a 
set of six rectangular-shaped gardens, occupying 
a strip of about 400 m along the Tejo River and 
works as a 25m extension of the riverside, (acb 
landscape) The predominant horizontality in the 
design is combined with the presence of the river. 
These spaces are a tribute to the 16th century 
botanical scientist Garcia de Orta and represent 
various ecosystems related to extra-European 
regions such as: Macau, Goa, São Tomé, Madeira, 
the Azores, Cape Verde, the West African coast, 
the Southern African High Savannah and the 
Southern African desert. (Teacher’s book) Thus, in 
a South-North orientation, the architect designed 
the various sections of the garden ordered in 
thematic sequence from those of greater need 
for moisture and regularity (Macau), near the 
dock of Olivais, to those of greater dryness and 
more irregularity (Africa) near the Vasco da Gama 
Tower. 

In this way, each of the thematic gardens is 
elaborated with the presence of species specially 
selected for being, first, compatible with each 
other, but also for being allusive to the place they 
are representing, thus achieving a harmonious 
and cohesive design of what is currently one of 
the city’s favourite places. 

The Garcia de Orta Garden has developed 
over the past 25 years with the inauguration of 
Expo’98. From a lifeless space, on the outskirts of 
the capital and without much occupation, a new 
centrality was born because of this great event 
and with the homage to the sea. After the closing 
of the international exhibition in 1998, the eastern 
part of the city remained active and became one 
of the most interesting areas of the city. The 
attractiveness of this area of the city is due to 
several factors: the location of the headquarters 
of major companies, an upper-middle class 
residential area, large shopping malls, proximity 
to intermodal transport hubs, and the ease of 
access - from the Vasco da Gama bridge to the 
A1 and A8 highways. According to Bruno Portela, 
the photographer who graphically depicted the 
city before the change, he says that these lands 
were not visited by anyone and that this was the 
part of the capital that was not shown to visitors. 
A garbage dump, poor boats or even obsolete 
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03 1956. Adapted from survey of the city of Lisbon. (2020).

02 1856-58. Adapted from topographic map of Lisbon. Filipe Folque. (2020).

04 Around 1980. Adapted from the Lisbon survey. CML (2020).  
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07 Aerial view of the Gardens. 

05 Construction of Expo 98
(Teixeira Duarte).

06 Aerial view of the Gardens. 
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war material was what could be found on the 
banks of the Tejo in this now beloved part of the 
city. The transformation that Parque das Nações 
underwent, which allowed the social, economic, 
environmental, cultural and urban transformation 
of a totally degraded area, was an example and 
case study in other European cities.  

The atmosphere experienced in the Garcia da 
Orta Garden is full of diverse colours and smells, 
and this is certainly one of the factors that leads 
to the uniqueness of the space: the smell of the 
plants originating from its own region that mixes 
with the smell of the tides; or the colours that are 
mirrored in the river Tejo reflecting the lights and 
nearby objects. The vegetation presents itself as 
a conductor of space and as a support. There are 
times when it is protection from the sun, others 
when it is shelter from the wind, creating dynamic 
and interactive paths: each route symbolizes a 
movement, an option. Thus, unique paths that 
twist are drawn, which remain parallel, cross 
or split, mix between still or moving water, and 
moments of open or sheltered sky. (Global, n.d.) 

This feeling of strangeness and surprise, 
guaranteed by the opposition in the dynamics 
of the place that always suggests another place, 
happens in parallel to the Tejo. Therefore, this 
natural mirror expands the garden space and 
makes it an almost limitless space, like the natural 
places it represents and alludes to.

08 Site plan
11 Covered garden area of Macaronesia and Cabo Verde 

(Milton Perry, 2020). 

10 Inside the garden S’Tomé and Principe and Brazil 
(Milton Perry, 2020).

09 West elevation
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13 Roof Floor Plan.

14 Path parallel to the garden by the river (Milton Perry, 2020).

15 Ground floor plan. 1- Timor garden, 2- Coloane garden, 3- Goa garden, 4- Sao Tome and Principe and Brazil 
garden, 5- Macaronesia and Cape Verde garden, 6- Africa garden.
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12 Interior of the Coloane Garden (Milton Perry, 2020).
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18 View of the river from Goa garden (Milton Perry, 2020).

17 Break between Jardim de Goa and Jardim de S.Tomé 
e Principe and Brazil (Milton Perry, 2020).

19 West Cut
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20 View over Africa garden to the river (Milton Perry, 2020).

“For Landscape Architecture, the context is the Landscape.

The Landscape is both container and content.” 

(João Gomes da Silva 11, 2017)
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