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 The Champalimaud Centre is a me-
dical, scientific and technologic institution of 
last generation.  Facing the Tejo River where 
it meets the Atlantic Ocean, the project seeks 
not only to celebrate the history of the place as 
the point of departure of the Portuguese navi-
gators, but also an important moment in scien-
tific history in the medicine field of our country. 
(Fundação Champalimaud, s.d.) The Centre, 
designed by the architect Charles Correa, loca-
ted in the riverfront of Pedrouços, near Belém, 
constitutes a reference in this area of the city. 
In his first visit to the site the architect says he 
asked about Belém “Is it the same place whe-
re the navigators departed?”, and when they 
answered that it was, he thought “So I have to 
go and see this place where the river turns into 
an ocean”. The location impressed the archi-
tect, and early on he made it clear that he did 
not come from far to make something vulgar. 
“One of the things I really like about this project 
is that it has everything to do with this piece of 
land. It’s about Lisbon; but it’s not kitsch, and 
it is not Portuguese because it has tile on the 
roof. It is “Portuguese” in a deeper sense be-
cause it “talks” about this place.” – stated the 
architect Charles Correa. (Milheiro,2010)
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01 View to the Tejo river side of the Champalimaud Centre, (Carolina Alves da Silva, 2020)
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 The Centre is characterized as a com-
plex of public fruition, where the outdoor spa-
ces were designed to be enjoyed by everyone. 
The set formed by the public walk which gently 
slopes forward to reveal the sea, the outdoor 
amphitheatre and the water mirror are already 
part of the city’s heritage. It gave back to the city 
wide garden areas for pedestrian circulation, 
which surround the buildings and accompany 
them along the river. Perfectly integrated with 
the surrounding environment, the green spaces 
seek to continue the will to renovate Lisbon’s 
riverfront area. (Fundação Champalimaud, s.d.) 
Charles Correa explains in an interview with the 
newspaper Público: “What we did was to let the 
public spaces complement the private spaces. 
I think it is a stance similar to the ying-yang of 
Chinese philosophy, in which both parts are in-
dependent and, at the same time, complemen-
tary.” (Milheiro, 2010)
 When arriving at the Champalimaud 
Centre people are welcomed by the Anna Som-
mer Garden. The Garden was named after the 
Founder’s mother and includes a wide green 
space, without fences, for the benefit of all. The 
shadows cast by the trees give shelter, the sto-
ne paths guide the walk, and the green involves 
and returns this area to the public. (Fundação 
Champalimaud, s.d.) This requalification gua-
rantees, on the other hand, a total permeability 
of pedestrian circulation between the Brasília 
Avenue and the river, but it also gives continuity 
to the system of pedestrian and cyclical circu-
lation along the river. (PROAP, s.d.)
 The project stands out in the landsca-
pe because of its dimension and irregular sha-
pe. (Vieira, 2018) It consists of three volumes: 
two buildings and an outdoor amphitheatre. 
The main volume, where the first building is lo-
cated, is of restricted access and occupies the 
largest area of the land. The second building is 
intended for a community use, in which we can 
find a temporary exhibition area, an auditorium 
and a restaurant, the Darwin’s Cafe. (Fundação 
Champalimaud, s.d.)
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07 Construction of the Champalimaud Centre,
(Anon. in Fundação Champalimaud, s.d., adapted)

06 Construction of the Champalimaud Centre,
(Grupo confrasilvas , s.d., adapted)

04 1980’s. Adapted from the Lisbon Survey. CML (2020)

03 1904-1911. Adapted from Topographic Map of Lisbon Silva Pinto (2020)

02 1856-1858. Adapted from Topographic Map of Lisbon Filipe Folque (2020)

05 Construction of the Champalimaud Centre,
(Grupo confrasilvas , s.d., adapted)
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 The two buildings of the complex are 
connected by a glazed tube, a walkway over 
the public space, “a piece of jewellery that Ger-
man engineers designed”, according to Char-
les Correa. Inside the buildings there is a flow 
in the circulation, as the spaces communicate 
with each other, which creates a rich and com-
plex internal environment. (Fundação Cham-
palimaud, s.d.)
 The third volume, the amphitheatre, is 
integrated in the public space facing the river 
and the “implantation follows the curve of the 
public promenade that was already there”. (Mi-
lheiro, 2010)
 The Interior Tropical Garden of the 
Champalimaud Centre is the most remarkable 
area of the main building. According to Charles 
Correa, he imagined it “(…) as a tropical forest, 
dense as a jungle, with butterflies and snakes”. 
(Milheiro, 2010) It is covered by a pergola and 
surrounded by a glass facade, which creates 
an ideal microclimate for the development of 
species originating from Brazil, Africa, India, 
Timor and the Far East. A path guides the way 
through this tropical and exotic environment, 
punctuated with rest areas inviting to a pause. 
This Garden is a space of conditioned public 
usage allowing, when possible, people to en-
joy the luxurious green surroundings and the 
tranquillity of a space designed for everyone. 
(Fundação Champalimaud, s.d.) 
 It is also in the same volume where the 
main building is located, that one can find the 
Zen Garden.  The Garden is for the sole benefit 
of the users of medical care, and it was espe-
cially designed for patients to receive their tre-
atment in an environment that seeks to promo-
te serenity and well-being. Due to the serenity 
provided by this place, the space is much more 
than a garden, it is nature at the service of the-
rapy. (Fundação Champalimaud, s.d.)
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11  Champalimaud Centre main building windows, (Caro-
lina Alves da Silva, 2020)

12  The outside of Darwin’s Café, (Carolina Alves da 
Silva,2020)
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10 The water mirror at the end of the slope, appearing to 
merge with the river, (Afonso Gonçalves, 2021)
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16 Section 

15 Aerial photography of the Champalimaud Centre (Anon., s.d. , adapted) 
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Entrada do Parque de Estacionamento

20. Laboratórios
22. Salas de reunião
24. Ponte
25. Escritório da Fundação
26. Terraço ajardinado
27. Penthouse?

13 Floor Plan  0. 1 - Anna Sommer Garden, 2 - Garage Entrance, 3 - Reception, 4 - Waiting area, 5 - Vivarium, 6 - Administration, 
7 - Library, 8 - Tropical Interior Garden, 9 - Zen Garden, 10 - Service Entrance, 11 - Auditorium , 12 - Darwin’s Cafe, 13 - Exhibi-
tion area, 14 - Amphitheatre, 15 - Bar, 16 - Publlic space

14 Floor Plan 2. 17 - Laboratories, 18 - Meeting rooms, 19 - Glass Bridge, 20 - Foundation Offices, 21 - Terrace garden

Entrada do Parque de Estacionamento

20. Laboratórios
22. Salas de reunião
24. Ponte
25. Escritório da Fundação
26. Terraço ajardinado
27. Penthouse?
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 In the second building is the Audi-
torium of the Champalimaud Centre, with a 
prime location, the large ellipse window over-
looks the Tejo River and the Belém Tower. In 
the same building, next to the auditorium is 
the Darwin’s Café, which benefits from a privi-
leged location on the riverfront. The windows 
facing the river invite to contemplate the view 
of the Tejo River. The Exhibition Centre, which 
was specially designed to host exhibitions and 
events, is located next to the Auditorium and 
the Darwin’s Café. (Fundação Champalimaud, 
s.d.)
 One of the most striking architectural 
elements in the Champalimaud Centre is its 
outdoor amphitheatre. Its shape, was inspired 
by the ancient Greek arena theatres, benefiting 
from a unique acoustic that characterizes this 
type of space for hosting shows. Facing the 
Tejo River, it reaches the water and meets on 
the other side of the riverbank the neighbou-
ring Porto Brandão and Trafaria, which cap-
tures the sights of those who walk by or stay 
there. Looking to the distance, the framework 
given by the Belém Tower, the 25th of April Bri-
dge and Cristo Rei transform this place into a 
true postcard of Lisbon. “Sunrise and sunset 
have their best stage and audience here.” (Fun-
dação Champalimaud, s.d.).
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20  Outdoor amphitheatre of the Champalimaud Centre, 
(Carolina Alves da Silva, 2020) 17  Axonometry
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19 Inside the Auditorium of the Champalimaud Centre, 
(António Barreto, 2016) 

18 Window detail photography with a view to the Tropical 
interior Garden of the Champalimaud 

Centre, (Carolina Alves da Silva, 2020)
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21 View from the Tejo River side to the Champalimaud Centre, (Carolina Alves da Silva, 2020)

“Architecture as sculpture. Architecture as beauty. Beauty as theraphy.“
 
(Architect Charles Correa, 2010 in Fundação Champalimaud, s.d.)
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