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 Located near Terreiro do Paço, Portas 
do Mar encompasses the current Campo 
das Cebolas and goes to Doca da Marinha, 
the place of the old Ribeira Velha. Campo 
das Cebolas, next to Alfândega Street, is 
known for the streets that reached it until the 
middle of the century, when the “Barracão da 
Alfandega” and the block of old houses of the 
Senate were demolished. In this place they 
held the fairs related to the port of Lisbon, 
it gets the name of Campo das Cebolas 
where the limit of the city was marked by the 
medieval wall, of this wall only a few traces 
remain since some houses and palaces 
were built by the nobles . Subsequently, this 
city space was given up for parking and was 
occupied in a disorderly manner by vehicles.
 The project for this location, carried 
out in 2012, resulted from a public and 
international competition in 2012 at the 
13th Venice Biennale and was promoted in 
partnership by the Lisbon City Council and 
EMEL, generating an opportunity to rethink 
the relation between the city of Lisbon and 
the Tejo River. The requalification work 
of Campo das Cebolas, integrated in the 
requalification of the Riverfront, proposes the 
creation of a square facing the city, collected 
under leafy trees that extends to Infante D. 
Henrique Avenue. (CML, s.d.)01 Parking lot Main Entrance.( Luís Filipe Ribeiro, 2020)



03 1904-11. Adapted from Topographic Map of Lisbon. Silva Pinto (2020).

02 1856-58. Adapted from Topographic Map of Lisbon. Filipe Folque. (2020).

04 1980 Siege. Adapted from the Lisbon Survey. CML (2020).  
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 The historical value of the place, the 
patrimonial values associated with this space, 
(as is the case of Casa dos Bicos, designed 
by architects José Daniel Santa-Rita, Manuel 
Vicente and João Santa Rita) and the formal 
value of the space, provided a “new space 
[which] does not deny the evidence of its 
various previous urban forms, assuming itself 
as a unified space that acknowledges its 
constituting parts and its different histories”. 
(Carrilho da Graça, 2018)
 The Project, carried out in partnership 
with the landscape architect Victor Beiramar 
Diniz, consists of a small deformation of the 
ground plane, where a stony plane appears, 
with special sensitivity and attention to the 
archaeological excavation where seven vessels 
were found. The project includes a car park “at 
half height, half-buried, 1.5 meters below the 
city level and 1.5 meters above.” (Carrilho da 
Graça, 2016, p.8).
 The project “materializes through the 
deformation of the ground level, creating a 
plane covered with stone, slightly inclined - an 
amphitheatre - tumbled to the slope of the 
Cathedral, supported by a wall that echoes 
those of the old pier Ver-o-Peso Ribeira Velha, 
a plane that folds into a small podium which 
allows the gaze to extend above the riverside 
and reach the dock and the river beyond ”. 
(Carrilho da Graça, 2018)
 With a slight slope, this amphitheatre 
that looks towards the slope of the Cathedral, is 
supported by a 19th century wall of the old Pier 
of Ver-O-Peso / Pier of Ribeira Velha, and thus, 
a plane that folds forming a small platform, 
offers a view of Infante D. Henrique Avenue, the 
Dock and the Tejo River.
 The space next to the Saramago 
Foundation, with  a triangular shape, started 
from a different strategy where it was decided 
to leave an empty space in front of it, giving it 
a different character. The space, also triangular 
in shape, that ends the square next to Infante 
D. Henrique Avenue is intended for a memorial 
to the victims of slavery, and this is an ongoing 
contest ordered by the Lisbon City Council.
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05 Campo das cebolas. (Armando Serôdio, 1969)

06 Casa dos Bicos in the 50’s.(Salvador Fernandes,s.d.)

07 Old Pier stairs. (Luís Filipe Ribeiro 2020)
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 The square’s pavement is made of 
concrete combined with stones from various 
parts, with all the shades of the limestones 
that build the city of Lisbon, using stones 
from squares which were being demolished or 
restored and that results in a kind of patchwork, 
according to the architect, having in mind the 
interventions in Athens. (Carrilho da Graça, 
2020)
 This solution allowed the square to 
gain some distance from the current traffic on 
Infante D. Henrique Avenue. At the bottom of 
this proposed platform, there is an underground 
parking lot contained by the walls of the old Ver-
O-Peso Pier that are visible inside. This semi-
buried position and with a relatively simple 
organization system, allows easy access 
without the use of mechanical means and 
ventilation and natural light via a small patio 
and small punctual grooves along the avenue. 
(Carrilho da Graça, 2018)
 This solution allows that in emergency 
cases it is not necessary to use forced 
ventilation, or even less, air conditioning. In 
this same courtyard, trees were planted which, 
when they grew up, will in a way complement a 
kind of block fragment that exists above.
 The lioz staircase, referenced in 
historical cartography, and revealed by 
archaeological excavations, which allowed 
access to water, now wins the access from the 
parking to the surface plane and all the stones 
found were left in place (Carrilho da Graça, 
2016).
 The platform covering the parking lot, 
made of plant material including stone pines, 
on the side that faces the city, is a leisure space 
that invites you to stay, to enjoy the city and its 
relation with the river, and where a space for 
children to play was built.
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10 Parking lot platform. (Luís Filipe Ribeiro, 2020)
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13 Floor Plan

14 Parking lot Plan
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“I don’t start to imagine the result to imagine how to get there. I start from abstract concepts. I like 

to look at the territory not only as a form, but as content, with everything that culturally builds and 

occupies it - people, animals, plants, geology. Look at reality and history. ”

(Carrilho da Graça, 2016)
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15 Campo das Cebolas Square. (Luís Filipe Ribeiro, 2020)
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