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01 General view. (Joana Marques, 2020.)
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 The Oriente Riverfront Park is located 
along 600 m on the Tejo riverbank, in the Braço de 
Prata zone, next to urban areas under requalifica-
tion.  The project is composed by two phases that 
occupy the riverfront area from Doca Poço do 
Bispo to the Parque das Nações marina, and that 
arise from the two subdivisions upstream: the 
housing complex of Braço de Prata, authored by 
the architect Renzo Piano, and the housing that 
appear in the Detailed Plan of Matinha, authored 
by the Risco studio (Unknown author, 2018). The 
first phase, corresponding to the territory betwe-
en the Doca Poço do Bispo and the old A Taba-
queira factory building, was completed in 2020 
and it is expected that in the second phase ano-
ther 4 ha of garden area will be built, from A Taba-
queira to the Parque das Nações marina, totaling 
more than 8 ha of park (Assis Pacheco, 2021).
 This new park is part of an area that un-
derwent successive changes in the twentieth cen-
tury, particularly from 1946, when the new Plan of 
Improvements of the riverside area of Lisbon was 
executed. In this sense, the Doca Poço do Bispo 
was built and the margin was regularized from 
Matinha Pier to Cabo Ruivo. Thus, new acces-
ses were created, both terrestrial and naval, sa-
lubrious conditions were improved thanks to the
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04 Around 1980. Adapted from the Lisbon Survey. CML (2020).

02 1856-58. Adapted from Carta Topográfica de Lisboa. Filipe Folque. (2020).

03 1956. Adapted from the Lisbon city plan. (2020).
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embankment of muddy areas, and territory was 
conquered from the Tejo River in a considerab-
le extension (Lisbon Port Administration, 1987, 
pp.138-139). Later, from the 80’s on, there were no 
more significant changes in this area, and the co-
astline between Doca Poço do Bispo and Matinha 
Pier, remained practically unchanged until today.
 The location of the Oriente Riverfront 
Park  also corresponds to the old industrial and 
manufacturing area of Braço de Prata, where the 
movement of its train station flooded the pla-
ce with life, due to the arrival of workers for the 
factories in this area and in old Marvila, such as 
the tobacco factory A Tabaqueira. Also, some 
workers from the Matinha gas plant had their 
residence at Vale Formoso de Baixo Street, and 
it is still possible to see some of the old houses. 
Currently, the area of Braço de Prata is almost 
devoid of the industrial character that once cha-
racterized it; however, we still see some move-
ment due to the presence of the Higher School 
of Health Ribeiro Sanches, the School of Music 
of Braço de Prata Factory, several companies 
and services, and thanks to the requalification 
of several factory buildings and the construc-
tion of the urbanization Prata Riverside Village, 
designed by the Italian architect Renzo Piano. 
 The project started from the identity of 
the place, from the existing and what once exis-
ted, such as the more irregular coastline. In this 
sense, as stated by the architect Catarina Assis 
Pacheco, the layout of the Oriente Riverfront Park 
will “(...) get a little bit of this layout that existed 
before the existence of this very defined line 
that accompanies the entire riverside margin of 
Lisbon” (Assis Pacheco et al., 2021).  
 The project also uses native vegetation, 
which would be naturally present if the perrê was 
not present - an idea of renaturalization of the 
area -, and materials present on the site or that 
evoke its past. Still in this sense, in order to main-
tain the fishing identity of this area of Braço de 
Prata, supports to integrate the fishing rod were 
integrated in the sidewalk. (Assis Pacheco, 2021).

06 Waterfront of Braço de Prata before Expo ‘98 (Homem 
à Máquina, 1993. Retrieved from the Photographic Ar-

chive, CML.)

05 Poço do Bispo Dock. (Goulart, Artur João, 1960. Re-
trieved from the Photographic Archive, CML.) 
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07 Site plan
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08 Cross section
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 Due to the implementation of the hous-
ing project of Braço de Prata at a higher eleva-
tion, it was necessary to landfill the intervention 
area and create ‘pockets’ at the perrê elevation, 
a lower elevation, in order to protect visitors 
from the prevailing winds (Assis Pacheco et al., 
2021).
 The park consists of landscaped areas, 
in which there are about 360 trees, two pedes-
trian paths, one riverside and the other inside 
the green area (Lobo, 2021), bike paths, sun 
loungers and wooden benches reused from the 
site (Assis Pacheco, 2020).
 A playground and support equipment 
are also present, consisting of the conversion 
of shipping containers, adapted by the architect 
Ricardo Bak Gordon, into two cafeterias, a bicy-
cle rental space, public toilets, library and a sup-
port module for the park maintenance (Biennal 
Internacional de Paisatge Barcelona, 2020).
The playground in the park is, according to ar-
chitect Catarina Assis Pacheco, “(...) a very ab-
stract structure, (...) a set of trunks that evoke 
the masts that used to be the scenery in our 
river” (Assis Pacheco, 2020), thus appealing to 
the memory of the place.
 We can also find five solar sculptures, 
with various geometric shapes, which allow 
their users, mostly residents of Lisbon - a very 
luminous city -, a better understanding of how 
shadows move throughout the year (Assis Pa-
checo, 2020). A pontoon is also present on the 
site, which is part of the project and whose goal 
was to be recovered, however, it is in the custo-
dy of the court, in litigation, and cannot 

09 Riverside view. (Unknown author, n.d. Retrieved from 
Lisboa Green Capital).

10 View from the Park to the river. (Unkown Author, n.d. 
Retrieved from F|C Arquitetura Paisagista).
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11 Axonometry
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be intervened. (Assis Pacheco et al., 2020).
 In the design of the park, there was a 
great concern with environmental and econo-
mic sustainability, and therefore, vegetation 
was planted with little need for maintenance, 
and where it is also possible to find habitats 
that promote climate regulation and function 
as refuges for biodiversity (Unknown author, 
2020), including herons, cormorants and ducks 
(Assis Pacheco, 2020).
 This green space thus provides this 
part of the city with moments of activity, rest 
and contemplation of the river and landscape, 
contributing to its revitalization and reinforcing 
its close connection with the Tejo River. On the 
other hand, the continuation of the paths paral-
lel to the river also establishes a relationship 
with the riverside area of Parque das Nações 
and a continuity of the structuring green in the 
city.

12 River view, pedestrian area and garden spaces. 
(Mariana Rosa, 2020.)

13 Riverside walk. (Mariana Rosa, 2020.)
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(Biennal Internacional de Paisatge Barcelona, 2020)

“The memory of a past linked to port and industrial activity is crucial for the understanding of the park, whose 
colors, textures, pavements, and materials are among the elements of the pre-existing identity to be enhanced.”
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14 Details of the riverside walk. (Mariana Rosa, 2020.)
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