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01 EDP Headquarters. View of the project central square. (Madeira da Silva, 2021)
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 The EDP headquarters is a unique work 
in the panorama of the city of Lisbon, both for 
its scale and formal aspect, as well as for the 
importance that the building has in the revitali-
sation of the Lisbon waterfront, and more specifi-
cally the Boavista embankment. (Tavares, 2015)
 Through a competition launched by 
EDP (Energias De Portugal), 6 Portuguese teams 
of architects were invited, Gonçalo Byrne, Nuno 
and José Mateus (ARX), José Luís Carrilho da 
Graça, Manuel Graça Dias, Eduardo Souto de 
Moura and Manuel and Francisco Aires Mateus.
 This competition was launched in 
April 2008, with the aim of designing the new 
headquarters in north of Boavista landfill, be-
tween 24 de Julho Avenue and D. Luís I Street, 
replacing the old headquarters at Marquês de 
Pombal Square and hosting 750 employees 
dispersed in several offices. (Tavares, 2015)
With the transformation that the Boavista Landfill 
have gone through, the buildings that have been 
built spontaneously over the century and the old port 
constructions perpendicular to the Tejo River are 
the target of redevelopment and recovery. (Ibidem)
 Inserted in the Detailed Plan for the em-
bankment, by the architect João Luís Carrilho 
da Graça, which aims at the urban development 
of this this part of the city, the EDP headquar-
ters would play a fundamental role in this point.

 

02

 38°42’24.94”N,  9° 8’56.24”W



03 1904-11. Adapted from the Topographic Map of Lisbon. Silva Pinto (2020).

02 1856-58. Adapted from the Topographic Map of Lisbon. Filipe Folque. (2020).

04 Cerca de 1980. Adapted from the Lisbon Survey. CML (2020).  
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 The winning project of the competition 
was attributed to Manuel and Francisco Aires 
Mateus, for their project consisting of two ele-
vated office blocks at the east and west which 
follow the alignments of the streets perpendicu-
lar to the coastline (former openings towards the 
river the river between the warehouses and shi-
pyards). (Aires Mateus, in Salema; Carvalho, 2015)
 These blocks form a central squa-
re on the ground floor, limited by two suspen-
ded galleries that connect the two blocks and 
follow the parallel alignment of D. Luís I Street 
and 24 de Julho Avenue to the south. (Ibidem)
 The central square is considered the he-
art of the project, also due to the sun light that 
brights this space in a beautiful but controlled 
way, since a set of shading blades is present.  
 It presents an urban character in the tran-
sition that allows between axes and by the public 
space it offers the city, as well as by the commer-
ce and restaurants that flank the square. (Ibidem)
It is a singular space, since it is not fully covered, 
but makes up the feeling of sheltering, it is an 
open space, but in which we notice its limits, not 
ceasing to be ample despite being confined be-
tween the blocks and galleries. (Tavares, 2015)
 From this square, access to a lower flo-
or is made by two staircases, lit by courtyards, 
in which is located the entrance to the office blo-
cks. (Aires Mateus, in Salema; Carvalho, 2015)
 This floor presents itself as a foyer whe-
re collective spaces, such as the auditorium, as 
well as serving as a distribution platform for the 
lifts serving the upper floors, which also inclu-
des four levels of below ground parking (Ibidem)

07 EDP Headquarters Model of the EDP HQ.
(Juan Rodriguez, 201-)

06 EDP Headquarters. View over the central Plaza. 
(Juan Rodriguez, 2016) 

(Adapted by Francisco Quaresma, 2020)
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05 EDP Headquarters. Photograph of the construction 
site. 

(Juan Rodriguez, 2015)
(Adapted by Francisco Quaresma, 2020)
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08 EDP Headquarters. Site plan.
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09 EDP Headquarters. South View.
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 The white shape that characterizes it 
is made up by a vertical precast fiber-reinfor-
ced cement (GRC) slats that form a rhythm 
throughout the façade, skewed in relation to 
the façade plane, and which allow various di-
fferent views of the building. (Tavares, 2015)
 From a perspective in which we 
see the blades from the front, we can ob-
serve a rhythm between glass, patios and 
cladding. And from another perspective 
where we see the blades from the side, we 
can observe what appears to be two opa-
que white blocks rising up from the landfill.
 As this was a project to house the head-
quarters of an energy company, it was one of the
The premises of the competition that the cho-
sen solution should have an environmental 
component as the basis of its construction.
(Aires Mateus, in Salema; Carvalho, 2015)
 Thus, the architects opted for using a 
curtain wall façade with high performance glass, 
which would have the incidence of sunlight con-
trolled by these blades that make up all the fa-
çades and roof of the blocks, galleries and the 
roof of the square, unifying the whole building.
This cladding has a function that is not 
only aesthetic but also as solar control, 
as well as hiding the structural system.
 This complex system is based on 
a structural organization that is divided be-
tween a reinforced concrete base that is be-
low the earth line and a metallic structure 
cage, in which is integrated the aforemen-
tioned system, which lifts all the buildin-
gs built above the ground. (Tavares, 2015)

11 EDP Headquarters. View from the patio to the facade. 
(Juan Rodriguez, 2016)

(Adaptado por Francisco Quaresma, 2020)

10 EDP Headquarters. Access stairs to the Foyer.
(Juan Rodriguez, 2016)

(Adapted by Francisco Quaresma, 2020)

12 EDP Headquarters. West View.
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13 EDP Headquarters. Plan Floor 0 and module.
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14 EDP Headquarters. Patios view to Tejo River.
(Juan Rodriguez, 2016)
(Adapted by Francisco Quaresma, 2020)Adapted by Francisco Quaresma, 2020)
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16 EDP Headquarters. Transversal Section.

15 EDP Headquarters. View to the central square.
 (Juan Rodriguez, 2016)

(Adapted by Francisco Quaresma, 2020)
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17EDP Headquarters. Axonometry.
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 The slats are parallel to each other and follow, 
the spatial organisation of the interior with three va-
riations in what appears to be an exhaustive repeti-
tion of the same covering, in a “game” of light control, 
perspectives, views and rhythms. (Tavares, 2015)
 The curtain wall itself is interrupted occasio-
nally by courtyards in the office blocks, counteracting 
the monotony and spatial organization of each floor.
In this building the structure, located on the faça-
de and hidden by the shading blades, holds both 
the floors and the glass planes of the façades, 
as well as allows a freer organization of the plan.
 Deep down, as Francisco Aires Mateus sta-
tes, this building “(...) is a kind of skeleton, it is now 
the EDP headquarters , but it could be transformed 
into a housing, hospital or a nursing room. A skele-
ton design that could support anything in the future”.
 This architectural object, by its abstract and 
conceptual image, hides in its simplicity and func-
tionality what is in fact a complex system of spa-
tial, technical and structural organization. (Ibidem)
 On top of that this building responds  as a pro-
gram for the EDP headquarters, it has a relationship 
with the city, with people and with public space, and 
a future development for the Boavista  enbankment.
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19 EDP Headquarters. View over the central square towards 
the Tejo river.

(Juan Rodriguez, 2016)
(Adaptado por Francisco Quaresma, 2020)

18 EDP Headquarters. Diagrams.
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“The void is the center of architecture.”

Manuel Aires Mateus (2015)
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20 EDP Headquarters. View from Dom Luís I Street.  
(Juan Rodriguez, 2016)

(Adapted by Francisco Quaresma, 2020)
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